EQUESTRIAN AREAS UNDER THREAT

STAMPEDE ARENA: On 4th October 2012 the West Coast Rodeo
Circuit was informed (by letter from DTZ) that the Commonwealth of
Australia (Department of Defence) was withdrawing all offers to lease
its Bullsbrook property where the Stampede Arena, ‘home of rodeo’
in WA is situated. This requires Stampede Arena to be vacated by 28
February 2013.
Without these facilities the Western Australian rodeo community will
find it extremely difficult to introduce new people, support the up-andcoming junior competitors, and maintain the standard of sportsmanship
required as the foundation of this sport.
A petition, asking the renewal of the lease for a further 5 years is being
circulated and can be found on the WAHC website.

SWAN VALLEY: On the 14th November 2012, The Swan
Chamber of Commerce hosted a community forum at the Swan
Valley Oasis to discuss the Swan Valley Land Use and Management Discussion Paper. Janet Cameron and Robert Hawes attended on behalf of the WAHC.
A discussion paper has been released that says: “A large section
of the community within the Valley have expressed the view that
its future role could be as a destination for food and wine tourism
set in the historical context of its viticultural underpinnings” and
it completely misses the largest single group of users – horse
owners!
Apparently horse owners or groups do not lobby enough to be
on the radar of those who make decisions on the future of the
area. So, everyone who own horses or has a horse businesses in
the Swan Valley is encouraged to send a submission letting the
Shire know that they are in the Valley for horses.

Trails WA Website Forum

During 2008-2009 the Western Australian Horse Council
represented the Equestrian Community on a selection panel for
the Top Trails WA website. This website is being expanded to
include ALL trails, provided they are legal and maintained.
A forum attended by WAHC Executive Committee member Janet
Cameron, was held on 6th November 2012 at the Department of
Sport and Recreation to explain the changes to the website and to
ask for any other ideas. Changes already proposed include:
• Increase capacity to allow a second tier of trails to be added
(walk, cycle, motorbike, equestrian, paddle, snorkel, trail bike.)
• Visitors can still search for TopTrails, which will be identified
with the top trails icon (orange circle with signpost)
• The map of WA will become the key way to search for trails and
will have a higher profile (home page)
• Ability for users to interact (sign-in using Facebook) - report
a problem, review a trail, save favourites, socially share/like the
trails
• Implement a mobile website to suit smart phones and ipads.
• More Everytrail guides (already developed for the TopTrails).
•‘Back-end’ of website will allow trail managers to upload
information including management info not visible to the public.
This new website should provide a much needed “one stop shop”
for all trail information incorporating the use of new and user
friendly technology for mobile devices.

BRIDLE TRAILS SURVEY

Due to the decreasing number of trails available to horse riders,
the Council has send out a survey form requesting information on
bridle trails that horse riders are using. This is the first time that
this type of survey has been done.
Questions cover the name of the trail, length, condition, parking.
condition etc. The response has been amazing, nearly 100 forms
have been returned. This information will give the Council
some ‘ammunition’ when we approach DEC, Shires and Local
Governments requesting an increase in the number of bridle
trails, and the maintenance and upgrading of existing trails.
The Council will be collating this information and it will be
available on our Website or Facebook .
The survey forms, which are on the Council’s website and
facebook are continuing to arrive, so we will be updating the
information as necessary

WAHC MEMBERSHIP - JOIN NOW

and support the Council that is supporting the Horse Industry
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